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vorably known than Mr. 

Shields, the subject this brief 
sketch, and those who have become ac- 
quainted during the past fifteen 
twenty years with this active field col- 
lector, through his graphic and accurate 
contributions the life histories 
birds his genial personal correspond- 
ence, will appreciate the satisfaction 
the editors the pre- 
sentation herein late portrait, the 
first one Mr. Shields appear 
ornithological journal. 

looking over the file the dear 
old Young Oologist (Vol. 1884), 
come across some the first published 
articles Mr. Shields collecting, 
when his home was Los Angeles, and 
then was that with rapturous interest 
followed his experiences “Nigger 
Slough,” and “Gospel Swamp,” 
which wrote way explanation: 
“The swamp part the name all 
right, but could never just see where 
the ‘Gospel’ part the business comes 
in, for the country itself, full dark 
sloughs and deep bog-holes, very far 
from being 

Alexander Shields was born 
Knoxville, East Tennessee, April 28, 
1865. has been egg collector 
and student bird-life for over twenty 
years, and is, will seen, not quite 
old enough great grandfather. 
was always ardent naturalist 
and spent all his idle moments early 
boyhood reading all available books 
natural history. 

began collecting experience,” 
says Mr. Shields, was ten 
twelve years age, and collected eggs 
‘brownies,’ ‘chippies,’ ‘blue canaries’ 


oologists are better more fa- 


and other correctly named (?) local 
species, and used the time-honored cigar 
boxes contain scientifically (!) 
collected, end-blown specimens which 
were valued their number and colors 
more than anything else.” the us- 
ual course evolution experienced 
many scientific methods were fol- 
the Shields’ collection now 
represents probably 500 species and 
sub-species, over 3000 sets, aggregating 
ten fifteen thousand eggs. 

Mr. Shields’ home now San 
Francisco, and although occupies 
important position Pacific Coast 
Manager the Equitable Life Assur- 
ance Society, still enabled de- 
vote some time, although 
than formerly, scientific matters. 
naturalist, and one the phenomenal 
wing shots California. presi- 
dent the Empire Gun Club, 
member six other shooting organiza- 
tions, while retaining his active mem- 
bership the Cooper Ornithological 
Club and his association with the 
U., California Academy Sciences and 
several other natural history clubs. 

Mr. Shields’ first published paper 
was the “Nesting the Black-necked 
and has always made special study 
the waterbirds. Among some later 
and noteworthy contributions learn- 
ing may mentioned his papers 
the ducks; description 
Egg the California Condor,” anda 
very valuable article, recently appear- 
nithological Club, the nesting the 
Fulvous Tree Duck. 


THE CONDOR 


Vol. 


Night Land. 


BY A. W. ANTHONY, TAYLORSVILLE, CAL, 


[Read before the Northern Division of the Cooper Orn. Club, March 3, 1g00.] 


found the San Benito Islands, 
made mindthat they were well 
worth visit, and when, one after an- 
other the captains coasting vessels 
repeated the threadbare statement, 
anxiety grew until began regard 
the rocks the most interesting spot 
the Pacific. Many similar islands 
had visited, all which were forsaken 
all living creatures—if the state- 
ments the fishermen and sealers were 
believed—and usually found 
that the more “accursed” island was, 
the more interesting was found 
from the standpoint the naturalist. 
was hardly prepared, however, for 
the appearance desolation that greet- 
when first dropped anchor 
the lea the westernmost the three 
islands that form the group, which lies 
about sixty miles off the coast Lower 
California and about twenty miles from 
Cerros Island, the largest the islands 
the Pacific coast the peninsula. 

have said that the outlook was not 
encouraging. Hardly sea bird was 
cormorants and pelicans that usually 
enliven the region “bird island” 
these waters, dozen Western 
(Larus half many 
cormorants and one two Royal Terns 
(Sterna maxima) seemed comprise 
the avian census the islands. was 
evident glance that there were 
large rookeries these species 
found. landing, the island was 
found fairly honey-combed with 
the burrows Cassin’s Auklet (Ptych- 
oramphus was late 
July this species was nearly through 
with its season’s housekeeping, and one 
two burrows which were opened 
contained petrels. petrels can 
seen their glory only night, 
paid them after dark and were 
well repaid for our trouble. Since then 
have several times wandered over the 
more level paths this island night, 
and have always found bird popula- 


the day was informed that 


tion that has surprised me, familiar 
with that and similar rookeries. 

recently tried give crude 
idea what was seen and heard 
the water after night-fall, will 
borrow few notes from field book 
concerning what transpired 
during one night calls the 
birds San Benito. Leaving the 
schooner soon after was fairly dark, 
pulled the landing few hundred 
yards from the anchorage. high 
rock lying front and breaking 
the sea from the landing, disturbed 
Frazar’s 
which flew past the boat ut- 
tering its rattling alarm. al- 
ways Oystercatcher this rock 
night. Sometimes the present 
species, but often the Black 
topus and they never fail 
herald the landing boat. Some- 
times the Oystercatcher accompanied 
Wandering Tattler in- 
canus), which great night feeder, 
and can heard all hours, though 
seldom seen night. 

Hauling the boat out the shingle, 
few steps places the city 
birds, fact discovered breaking 
through into the burrows almost 
ery step, but the birds themselves are 
very much evidence. Hundreds 
inky black objects are dashing about 
with bat-like flight, now here, now 
there, with apparent object their 
wanderings. Like butterflies they come 
and go, flitting near times that one 
attempts catch them they pass. 
Others are constantly coming from the 
reaches the outer air, utters its char- 
acteristic call, flops along the ground 
few feet, somewhat like old felt hat 
before the wind, and away, grace- 
ful and airy the rest. the 
air are constantly calling and from the 
ground under our feet come answering 
cries. The noise and sug- 
gests busy street city. 

From the harsher notes the Black 
Petrel (Oceanodroma melania), the very 
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similar cries the Socorro Petrel 
are distinguished. The 
former birds are far more numerous and 
yet have only eggs their nests, 
while most the latter have young 
July 15, and are soon away seain 
search food, which consists entirely, 
young the rock lobster. Now and 
then Cassin’s Auklet flew 
feathered bullet, with food for hun- 
gry squab, and one that passed close 
face make hair rise, was 
captured and found full over- 
flowing with the same larval lobsters 
eaten the petrels. 

the beach left behind and the 
booming the surf becomes less notice- 
able, the bird notes are more easily dis- 
tinguished. Royal Tern heard fly- 
ing overhead, and the hillside above 
calls. rather surprising that 
the owls should found such small 
and uninviting islands, yet have 
found them almost all the islands 
off the Southern and Lower 
California, even the small islets 
but few acres area. 

soon the rocky ground the 
base the hills reached, strange 
note heard which seems come from 
the loose rocks fallen from small ledge 
above, and resembles the 
rapidly revolving cog wheel. For 
about ten seconds the whizzing con- 
tinues, when suddenly note dropped, 
—there quick gasp, for breath— 
and instantly the wheels begin re- 
volve again, having given one the im- 
pression that there broken cog 
the buried machine. have idea 
how long the strange note might 
ccntinued. have waited until 
patience was exhausted, and always the 
same was slipped, exactly the 
same interval, and the bird was fresh 
ever when left with its unfin- 
ished song. Another note this species 
which heard from the 
same rock pile and which gives one 
clew the author, exactly like the 
cry the two petrels above mentioned 
but higher pitched and more hastily 
uttered, giving one the idea smaller 
bird, indeed is, the Least Petrel 
(Halocyptena microsoma.) 
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This species have never found 
burrows, but always loose rocky 
ledges under rocks. rock wall 
about seven feet long and less than two 
feet high, once found twenty-eight 
these little petrels, but have never 
found them other islands the 
coast. discordant notes the 
Blackvented Shearwater gavia) 
also heard among the higher rocks 
the island and quite probable that 
they have young some the holes 
the ledges. They are not very abund- 
ant the Benitos, but have found 
them several parts the island and 
know two three caves where they 
regularly nest. 

leave the island the call notes 
Xantus’ Murrelet (Brachyramphus 
hypoleucus) comes from several quarters 
along the kelp. Although the species 
has long since taken its young sea, 
regularly visits the islands night but 
day-break far from land again. 
flock dozen more Western Gulls 
accompanied few Heermann’s, are 
strung out long line astern the 
schooner, resting the water and 
waiting for breakfast. They were there 
sunset, and will there three weeks 
from now, stay long. Over- 
head, and far the eye can reach 
the moonlight, flit dusky shadows 
petrels. The air vibrant with their 
calls, mingling with those Cassin’s 
Auklet, Xantus’ Murrelet, andthe more 
distant notes shearwaters. Truly, 
though San Benito may quiet spot 
day—as bird islands go—, teems 
with life night! 

has seen Brewer’s Blackbirds going into 
woodpecker’s cavities the firs over 
feet from the ground, along the 
Columbia River Valley. 

reports the taking and Bald 
Eagle during January, sets three eggs 
being very unusual with this species. 

Mr. JOSEPH MAILLIARD presented 
paper meeting the Section 
Ornithology the California Academy 
maldehydeasan Aid Bird Collecting.” 
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Nesting the Streaked Horned Lark. 


BY J. H. BOWLES, TACOMA, WASH. 


tained certain ornitho- 
logical brethren, think the title 

this article will convey the mind 
the average reader least, ink- 
ling identity the subject. 
However, clear away the doubts 
alpestris strigata. Around Tacoma these 
little larks are extremely local their 
distribution, large areas prairie being 
altogether untenanted, while exact- 
similar piece land will swarm- 
ing with them. They seem large- 
influenced their fondness for hu- 
man society. This clearly illustrated 


the opinion enter- 


comparatively unknown quantity, 
spent large part spare time last 
summer studying them, with the fol- 
lowing results, which have added 
few dates the past two years. 

They begin arrive this vicinity 
the latter part February, for the 
most part already pairs. 
the end October both young and old 
assemble flocks and leave very soon 
afterwards, although few single birds 
usually stay through the winter. The 
earliest date for eggs was two 
April 30, which incubation was 
far advanced, and consider this 
early they ever breed here for 


Photo by J. H. Bowles. 


NEST AND EGGS THE STREAKED HORNED LARK. 


walk over the links the Tacoma 
Golf Club, section prairie about one 
broad, and which covered with play- 
ers all through the year. 

The surrounding prairie extends for 
miles where hardly dozen pairs the 
birds can found day’s walk, 
while the links last summer esti- 
mated that fully one 
must have nested. Indeed, sociable 
are they that only occasional nest 
placed more than few feet from the 
“putting green” the (golfers 
will understand.) Major Bendire 
considered the nesting these birds 


have never seen young birds that would 
indicate earlier date. The height 
the nesting season does not come until 
the middle May and lasts through 
the first week June, although took 
slightly incubated set two eggs 
July 26. 

The nest avery difficult one find 
and first efforts were most discourag- 
ing, indeed may add, that without the 
use dog have never founda 
nest except chance while playing 
the game golf. dog considers 
nesting most welcome diversion dur- 
ing the summer months, when for some 
inconceivable reason not shoot 
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game birds, even when points one 
sitting her nest. will hold his 
point any nest, containing eggs 
snipe, and, judging the number 
found, few sets this lark could have 
escaped notice the place 
hunted. 

The location the nest may al- 
most anywhere the ground, but the 
soil must extremely dry. 
the birds scratch out hole for them- 
selves about two and one-half three 
inches deep, both birds working, but 
have found nests the hoof prints 
cattle, cart ruts, holes made dis- 
lodged stones and one that was placed 
unused golf hole. They are usu- 
ally very frail, slight structures, though 
occasionally bulky one found, con- 
structed fine dead weeds. ex- 
ception this rule was very large 
nest well lined with grass, fir needles 
and feathers, which shown the il- 
lustration, 272 

some twenty-five thirty nests 
examined, those containing two 
equally divided, that either may 
called the usual number. The sets 
found early the season almost invari- 
ably are two eggs, while three eggs 
the set may expected with almost 
equal certainty the latter half the 


season. Only one set contained four 
eggs and think this must considered 
rare exception. The eggs differ 
greatly color, the ground varying 
from dark greenish-slate very 
light slate-white. The markings vary 
from light gray deep 
more less thickly sprinkled over the 
entire surface and usually being either 
confluent ringed about the larger end. 

shape they vary considerably, 
some being long and rather slender, 
while others are more nearly round. 
The average twenty-three eggs 
.623x.826 inches, the largest measuring 
.64x .86 and the smallest, .59x.79 inches. 
Both birds assist the duties incu- 
bation and are seldom found any 
great distance from each other during 
the entire nesting season. The males 
occasionally, towards evening, rise 
fluttering manner fifty sixty feet into 
the air, uttering very pleasing sort 
twitter, which gradually develops into 
quite little song they reach the 
apex the flight and descend. 
spite their fondness for hot, dry 
locality, they are very partial shade 
while incubating, have frequently 
found nests built under stones, large tin 
cans, boards, and one occasion under 
large piece tarred paper which 
must have formed admirable umbrella. 


Notes the California Clapper Rail. 


BY ERNEST ADAMS. 


[Read before the Northern Division of the Cooper Orn. Club, Jan. 6, 1900.] 


The California Clapper Rail 
obsoletus) has afforded many hap- 
hour its marshy home. have 
often thought that their awkward, ap- 
parently senseless, traits alone, ought 
protect them from the hunter, yet the 
poor amateur sport who wades through 
the tall, wet marsh sits shiver- 
ing all day his ‘blind’ without even 
getting shot duck, glad enough 
pick rail two his home- 
ward way; and poor fellows who 
cannot hita duck when get 
shot, feel thrill delight when one 
these birds rises from beneath our feet. 

Once flushed rail from the grass 
few feet ahead me, and was 
lumbering off respectable shooting 


distance, another rose and flew within 
two feet head. “poked” 
gun him but was much amused 
his actions, forgot shoot. The first 
time ever saw one running 
slough laughed hard him that 
stopped and looked for half 
minute and then stuck his old head 
bunch grass:—perhaps was 
laughing 

During several seasons collecting, 
have noticed that some days would 
kill nothing but males this species, 
while another place only females 
were shot. Again when two were 
separated the marsh one 
cure males and the other females only. 
This would indicate that the fall and 
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winter the sexes resort dif- 
ferent feeding grounds. The birds fly 
very heavily and only for short dis- 
tances but the fleetness foot 
markable ungainly. When 
wounded they make good use their 
legs and claws well their bill. 
This rail rarely swims for the mere 
pleasure affords, but can often 
seen crossing large slough, and when 
injured very agile the water. 

the first March the clattering 
the rails the feeding grounds 
very loud and discordant, but soon the 
birds scatter and month later full com- 


Vol. 


home. The nests are uniformly com- 
posed dry marsh grass placed under 
small bushes sometimes exposed fully 
the weather. Many 
oughly water-soaked before the eggs 
hatch. birds are very close sitters 
and trained dog can often pick them 
off the nest. surprised suddenly 
they will fly after jumping from the 
nest, but more often they glide directly 
into the slough or, unperceived, run 
along trail the tall grass. 

Sets vary from six twelve more 
eggs. The young are said very 
interesting little creatures, and grow 


Photo by Adams. 


NEST AND EGGS THE CALIFORNIA CLAPPER 


plements eggs may found. have 
often seen two birds about nest and 
certain that the male assists in- 
cubation. favorite nesting site 
upon the banks the numerous small 
sloughs which protrude far inland, yet 
nest found some dis- 
tance from high tide mark, and have 
observed half dozen old nests, which 
attributed this bird, barrels de- 
posited flood tide. 

Like many other rails, 
builds nests which never uses. 
During the past season often came 
across three four new nests within 
radius about six feet, only one con- 
taining eggs. Most these were never 
completed but few seemed possess 
all the advantages the occupied 


amusing pets kept under proper 
influences. Many writers recent 
date have noted the lessening the 
numbers California Clapper Rail, 
but where have collected the San 
Francisco Bay they appear 
ous ever and breed large numbers. 
The photograph accompanying this was 
taken May 1899. The day was 
windy and exposure three sec- 
onds was given, the picture was blurred 
some extent. 

Plumas Co., Cal, has accepted position 
with mining syndicate Corea, and 
has disposed his collection skins 
Mailliard Bros., the collection containing 
many Sierra Nevada forms. 
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Echoes from the Field. 


Nesting the Pileolated Warbler Los Angeles Go. first set this species was 
taken this year (1899) among the willows along New River, and the birds proved 
common and quite tame this locality, some twenty nests being examined. 
The first layings were taken April 29, 1899 when three nests were found. Nest 
No. contained four fresh eggs while No. contained four considerably incubated 
ones, both nests being blackberry vines and species Papyrus, one foot from 
the ground and were composed dry willow leaves, weed stems and grasses, 
lined with finer grasses. The third nest was built old Song Sparrow’s nest 
situated willow tree among dry thistle stalks three feet from the ground and 
contained two fresh eggs. May four nests were found, two containing 
young few days old and two containing three eggs each, both sets badly in- 
cubated that they could not saved. These nests were all Papyrus from six 
inches three feet above the ground. June found one set two fresh 
eggs and sets three and four eggs, both considerably incubated. The nests 
were all against willow trees among the blackberry vines. June observed 
one set two feesh eggs, one three eggs slightly incubated and one set 
three with incubation advanced. July the last sets were observed, consisting 
two sets three eggs each, slightly incubated and three nests with young. The 
eggs this species measure about .60x.48 inches, creamy white color, spotted 
with reddish and lilac, some eggs having wreath the large end while others 
are almost covered with markings. Anaheim, Cal. 


Woodpeckers While the woodpecker stands our books in- 
sectivorous bird, not ordinarily thought taking bugs the wing. Such 
cases have been recorded, however, and wish add another. August 1898, 
near Fall River Mills, saw Melanerpes torquatus capture large butterfly 
true flycatcher style. inclined think that birds this species recorded 
Major Bendire, (Life Hist. Bds. II, 119) storing mayflies crevices 
pine trees, may have caughtthem flying. Another species, formicivorus 
has been seen the same flycatcher business. Mr. Hoover tells two 
cases recently witnessed him, one which least was successful. 

well known that the Californian Woodpecker puts time decor- 
ating the oaks with acorns, but that should try fill barn seems rather un- 
usual. While was the Battle Creek Salmon Hatchery the fall 1898, 
old hay barn standing near the hatching house was demolished the Fish Com- 
mission. Woodpecker holes had been noticed the eaves, but not until the roof 
was taken off did suspect the birds having any stores there. From each 
several the little compartments the eaves, large hatful acorns was taken. 
The nuts had been dropped through holes made the woodpeckers the face 
the eaves and the holes remained empty, presume the woodpecker forgot 
had put nuts there already and hunted others fillthem. The nuts were 
well stored, but woodpecker could ever have drawn them time need 
without enlarging the holes. RICHARD MCGREGOR, Palo Alto, Cal. 


Junco Hyemalis Haywards, Gal. ‘This junco has again been winter visitant 
this part California. Nov. 21, 1899 while collecting some juncos dusk 
from blue-gum tree garden, male was brought down with several others 
and proved typical ‘This the second have recorded from this 
locality twenty years. female was caught trap set for small birds the 
garden March 20, 1880. Some fourteen specimens this junco have been re- 
corded for the state and doubt there are others unrecorded. Mr. Clark 
Streator’s British Columbia,” notes them being one the common- 
est birds that province. The winter 1897 seems have found them 
ally common about Pasadena, Cal. five were taken and several others seen 
among flocks cther juncos. Orro Haywards, Cal. 
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Occurrence American White Pelican and the American Avocet Haywards, Gal. During 
the week Nov. 17-24, 1899, large numbers Avocets (Recurvirostra americanus) 
could found feeding the shallow salt ponds along the bay shore below Hay- 
wards. Several hundred could seen bobbing and down the water, 
they feed the bottom the ponds, which are only eight nine inches deep. 
They are seldom seen large flocks about the marsh ponds. 

Dec. 24, 1899, adult male White Pelican erythrorhynchos) was 
noted vacant lot the center the town Haywards. was first seen 
sailing low over the buildings dusk and was followed band small boys. 
One, lad great courage, told was afraid first tackle such big- 
billed bird, but using one arm guard for his face, made center rush and 
put his arm around the big fellow, and bore off his ‘Two others were seen 
alight field near town. Another was brought Dec. 30, lad 
ing shot Redwood Canyon Creek, some six miles from Haywards. The bird 
was alone the creek bottom. thick fog was hanging over the valley, 
doubt causing the pelicans lose their bearings along the bay shore. the 
first time the species has been recorded from this locality. 

female Lewis’ Woodpecker torquatus) was shot orchard 
Jan. and have noticed but twice twenty years this vicinity. 

Orro Haywards, Cal. 


Nesting the Galifornia Guckoo Los Angeles Go., Gal. During the season 1899 
found three nests this species (Coccyzus occidentalis) the willows along New 
River, where some the birds may always found during the spring and sum- 
mer. Set was taken June 17, 1899 and contained three fresh aggs. ‘The 
nest was placed very bushy willow seven feet and composed entirely 
willow twigs and leaves, being very frail and flat and the size dove’s nest. 
Set No. was taken July and contained four badly incubated eggs, the nest be- 
ing placed horizontal limb willow, six feet from the ground 
construction the last. would not have held another without addition 
being made the nest. The last set was taken July and contained four eggs, 
considerably incubated, the nest being similar the others. 

SCHNEIDER, Anaheim, Cal. 


the Range Some California Birds. 


RICHARD MCGREGOR. 


The excuse for the following notes 
that they either extend the known 
range the various birds mentioned 
supply additional evidence their oc- 
currence the given localities. 
make more certain the identification, 
specimens all except the Waxwing 
and Roadrunner were sent Mr. Ridg- 
way who kindly gave his opinion 
them. 

Ampelis garrulus.—This species must 
find records the lists examined. 
not mentioned the Death Valley 
and Coues give south winter 
northern border the United States; 
cords from British Columbia, Fort 


Walla Walla, Camp Harney, Willam 
ette Valley and Fort Mojave, none 
which are California records. How- 
ever, Fort Mojave the east side 
the boundary, Cooper’s record may 
Stanford University collection contains 
aspecimen taken Edw. Garner 
Quincy, Plumas County. bird 
male and was collected February 15, 
1892. Bryant recorded the species 
from Susanville, where six were taken 
February, 1892. 226.) 
Road- 
runner has been observed occasionally 
among the hills west Palo Alto and 
have taken few specimens near 
Santa Cruz, but never have considered 
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the San Francisco peninsula. was 
consequently interested when friend, 
Mr. Cloud Rutter, told seeing one 
near the Battle Creek Salmon Hatchery 
October, 1898. have doubt 
his identification being 
other friend reported the species from 
Stillwater, twenty miles north Red- 
ding, but not consider this reliable. 

gramineus 
Pac. Slope, Co., 36.) records 
this form common winter visitant 
Los Angeles County, and Willard 
ameda County. have bird the 
year taken Berryessa and adult 
taken Battle Creek October. 
throughout the state suitable 
calities. 

Carpodacus mexicanus 
measuring finches from the 
southern coast islands, find that those 
from Coronado and Todos Santos Islands 
are referable clementis, thus extend- 
ing the range the sub-species into 
Lower California. Four from 
Santos Island have the bill longer than 
mainland birds and 
than clementis from more northern 
islands. ‘The differences are very slight 
and not warrant separation pres- 
ent. Mr. Ridgway says that refers 
clementis, specimens from allthe Santa 
Barbara islands, although they differ 
greater less degree different 
islands. 

Astragalinus psaltria 
lieve this race has been taken Emer- 
son Haywards. Two examples from 
about fifty seventy-five goldfinches 
collected Palo Alto may called 
series, and perhaps more ex- 
tended collecting would produce 
this southern form. 

Melospiza type 
this subspecies came from British 
Columbia, may reasonably expect 
find Northern California. fe- 
male taken San Geronimo, Marin 
county, February 10, 1899, marked 
Mr. Ridgway. October 


female from Battle Creek, and Decem- 
ber male from Saint Helena are heavily 
streaked, and not are very 
near that race. All these northern 
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skins are much darker than winter San 
Diego county skins. Mr. Chase Little- 
john has two birds, taken Redwood 
City, which were identified Wash- 
ington authorities 

This 
species seems have been rarely taken 
pleasure record two specimens 
least; one male taken December 1884, 
Gridley Mr. Belding and female 
which secured Battle Creek, Octo- 
ber 13, 1898. The Sandwich Sparrow 
doubtless regular winter visitant 
northern but associates 
with the commonest species 
usually overlooked. may 
known the longer wing, longer and 
deeper Ona fence, went 
work each morning Battle Creek, 
there were always from six dozen 
Savanna Sparrows. Had 
more these been taken probable 
that more the larger bird well 
would have been taken. 


the second volume the 
Journal the Maine 
cal Society, Merton Swain Portland, 
Me. assumes the duties editor suc- 
cessor Mr. Morrell. The Janu- 
ary issue contains report the soci- 
ety’s annual meeting, interesting 
paper Ora Knight certain sea 
birds the Maine coast and other 
cles merit. congratulate our 
Maine brethren upon the neat appear- 
ance their 


JoSEPH GRINNELL the South- 
ern Division has begun two years’ 
course Stanford University, and his 
presence will grace the meetings the 
Northern Division for some time come. 


RALPH Arnold writes from Stanford 
University under date Feb. 25, that 
has thus far found two nests An- 
na’s hummingbird this year, both con- 
taining young. 


Cal., reports California Shrike 1-6, Ar- 
Goldfinch 1-4 and Barn Owl 1-7, 
alltaken March while out after 
birds. would seem indicate 
early season. 
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Consolation for Bird Protectionists! 


Following are sections from hologra- 
phic conception, which fell 
into the clutches associate editor 
THE Conpor. Feeling that would 
such gem which should indeed delight 
the hearts all the ultra-bird-protec- 
tionists, here is: 


“Dear Friends:—Sample copy Bul- 
letin Cooper Ornithological Club 
hand. and its Contents its Place. 
must Say that Iam not able master 
more Reading matter hav Hand 
now! but Friends Greet you Club 
behalf our Fethert Frinds this 
Continent Needs Organisations 
this Class and the more the better. but 
let not only Bear mind together 
the wonderful Knowledge the Seek- 
reaths Each and All our compan- 
ions and there lifes Stories which charms 
ech and every loverof Nature. seems 
that wil hearafter the Duty 
the Ornithologist not only make 
collections Eggs and Scins Fill 
Museums. and Exihibitions and Pri- 
vate Collections Eather. Which 
overdon. going the Rate 
heartofore wil only Matter 
Time when many Verieties wil 
more! Frind the Birds should First 
All Trye Prevent Routing out any 
God given species should his Hon- 
ore Preserf what left them 
Day Let look Back the short 
space the Past and must admit the 
monstrosity with which many Species 
hav bing Exterminated Short 
Space wil Fill Everyone with Sorrow 
and Greaf. and wil make short work 
Destroying the Bird 
world America. You all Know 
Frinds What Power the Almighty Dol- 
ler has. millions Butiful Singers 
anum for Lady’s Head Trimming. for 
Robbins Pye. and Blue Gees [Blue 
Jay’s?] Stue. the Mani Bisnis Houses 
that Deels Bird Scins and Eggs from 
Sparrow the Rarest. all don for 
the Doller. and noendin Sight until 
the last one many kinds will 
more! Unles our Noble and True lovers 
Natures Grandest Buties wil Join to- 


Vol. 


gether Speedily Put Strict Halt 
the Murderous Praces. Hand. 
Pull the Rope together Protecting 
them. the onest Noble Bison shoes 
Clear Cut. years ago our Horizant 
Darkenet with many millions Wild 
Pitgeons. not one Comes more. the 
wild Gees allmost Deer 
its Last State. European Countrys 
have Day more Game and Birds 
this Butiful gifted Country with its 
Endless Forrest and Lakes Mountains 
Madows and Streams and Haunts. Our 
Norther Latitude this time has 
its Summer Birds your Clymes where 
Milder days and better Spreat Tables 
awayts them. all hav gon! and 
hope see them again. Even the 
Raven seldom. the Owl. the Wood- 
pecker. Bluegees the Chicadee Sever- 
Sparrow kinds remain with Ever. 
and the only left. have Autumn 
Mild and Nice wether And non 
Ever witnesed the last Few days. the 
Fore bottings Winter hav arrived 
Two Kinds Snowbirds from Further 
Northern Countrys can Rely 
Snow and Cold days from now on. 
Frinds live amongst the Birds. and 
True Frinds. there little 
lifes are amusement and 
lov Naturs Treshures and wil Never 
Siese Protect them.” 

How true “All have gon! even 

his address before the Annual 
Meeting the Northern Division the 
Club, President Emerson proposed that 
the Club should have study collection 
5,000 Californian skins for the use 
its members and others. start such 
movement Mr. Emerson suggests that 
each member who inclines toward the 
study skins donate Skins, and 
generously offers contribute double 
the number himself asa nucleus. The 
proposition one easy accomplish- 
ment the members the Club will 
take hold it. 


LETTERS touching upon the value 
the papers published the 
continue flow in, and as- 
sure the writers that their kind words 
are appreciated. 


t 
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Avifauna 100-Acre Ranch. 


BY H. S. SWARTH, LOS ANGELES. 


[Read before the Southern Division of theCooper Orn. Club.] 


Concluded from last issue. 

66. BELTED KINGFISHER. regular and rather common mi- 
grant, seen sometimes but rarely the winter. 

67. GAIRDNER’S WOODPECKER. Dryobates pubescens gairdneri. six years 
have shot one bird and seen one other. Each these was the fall mi- 
gration. 

immature male, the only time have seen individual this species about here. 

69. RED-NAPED SAPSUCKER. varius female adult 
shot Oct. 17, 1899. 

70. RED-BREASTED SAPSUCKER. ruber. winter visitant rare 
and irregular occurrence. 

71. CALIFORNIAN formicivorus bairdi. 
seen just one bird the vicinity, and was unable get it. 

72. RED-SHAFTED FLICKER. Colaptes cafer. birds arrive about the end 
September and are very common all through the winter and until late the 
spring. 

73. nuttaili nitidus. Sept. 30, 1898 
shot adult female. saw another Oct. but was unable get it. 

74. TEXAN NIGHTHAWK, Chordeiles texensis. common migrant, 
the young birds usually appearing the middle July. have never known 
them breed the immediate vicinity. 

75. Swirt. Chetura migrant, far more common the fall 
than the spring, and more numerous some years than others. 

76. WHITE-THROATED Seen during the 
migrations and often the winter. 

77. BLACK-CHINNED HUMMINGBIRD. alexandri. rather rare mi- 
grant. have seldom seen more than two three during migration. 

78. ANNA’S HUMMINGBIRD. anna. Very common every month 
the vear. 

79. HUMMINGBIRD. very rare spring migrant. 

80. Rurous HUMMINGBIRD. Selasphorus rufus. August 
and September the young birds are especially numerous. 

81. CALLIOPE HUMMINGBIRD. calliope. rare migrant. One 
adult male was seen Mr. Morcom, feeding some flowers the garden. 
saw male April 22, 1898 but was unable get it. 

82. ARKANSAS KINGBIRD. common summer resident. 

83. KINGBIRD. vociferans. Common during the fall migra- 
tion and often seen through the winter. Seen occasionally the spring. 

84. ASH-THROATED FLYCATCHER. and 
rather abundant migrant. 

85. SAY’s PHOEBE. common winter resident. shot one 

86. BLACK PHOEBE. nigricans. common resident. 

87. OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATCHER. Contopus borealis. regular but not abun- 
dant migrant. 

WESTERN PEWEE. Contopus common migrant. 

WESTERN FLYCATCHER. Usually abundant mi- 
grant. shot male March 21, 1899, which was unusually early and did not 
see another bird during the migration. the fall the immature birds are gener- 
ally quite abundant. 
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TRAILL’S FLYCATCHER. common migrant. 
FLYCATCHER. shot one April 30, 
1898. This the only one have seen the vicinity. 
GRAY griseus. rare migrant. shot one 
Nov. 1897, and secured two April and 24, 
1895, Mr. Morcom shot immature female. 
LARK. Ofocoris alpestris chrysolema. abundant 
resident less than half mile almost any direction, but seldom alights within 
the territory included these notes. 
BELDING’s californica obscura. rare and irregular oc- 
currence. have seen but two three altogether. 
AMERICAN RAVEN. Corvus corax Frequently seen during the 
migrations. 
AMERICAN Corvus americanus. common migrant. 
BLACKBIRD. Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus. irregu- 
lar spring migrant; some years abundant and others entirely absent. 
REDWINGED BLACKBIRD. common resident. 
100 TRICOLORED BLACKBIRD. tricolor. During the spring migration 
Tricolored Blackbirds are occasionally seen the flocks Redwings. 
WESTERN MEADOWLARK. magna neglecta. common resident. 
102 ARIZONA ORIOLE. Rather common dur- 
ing the migrations; few pairs breed the vicinity. 
ORIOLE. bullocki. common summer resident. 
104 BREWER’S BLACKBIRD. few pair breed 
here late the season. After the breeding season over they gather large 
flocks and remain here while moulting. Soon after the moult completed they 
disappear. 


105 CALIFORNIA PuRPLE purpureus californica. Occasion- 
ally, but rarely, seen during the winter. 


106 mexicanus One the most abundant 
residents. 


107 WILLOW GOLDFINCH. salicamans. fairly common resident. 

108 ARKANSAS GOLDFINCH. After raising their first brood 
here, most the Arkansas Goldfinches the hills and are not seen here again 
until the breeding season over. They remain here during the winter but not 
any great numbers. 

109 LAWRENCE’S GOLDFINCH. Arrive about the first 
March and breed comparative abundance, but disappear before almost any 
the summer residents. 

110 PINE SISKIN. pinus. During the winter 1898-99 siskins appeared 
irregularly small flocks. saw one late March 23, 1899. 

WESTERN SAVANNA SPARROW. alaudinus 
exceedingly common winter resident, arriving early and departing late. 

WESTERN GRASSHOPPER SPARROW. Ammodramus savannarum 
April 30, 1895, Mr. Morcom shot male. October 15, 1898, secured 
female. 

WESTERN LARK SPARROW. Chondestes grammacus strigatus. Next the 
House Finch this probably the most abundant resident. 

WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW. Zonotrichia leucophrys. April 22, 1898, 
secured female. shot another, also female, April 26, 1899, and saw still an- 
other that did not get, March 29, 1899. 


115 INTERMEDIATE SPARROW. Zonotrichia leucophrys Arrive about 
Sept. and have all left the beginning May. 
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116 GAMBEL’S SPARROW. Zonotrichia leucophrys gambeli. Jan. 13, 1896, fired 
random into flock Intermediate Sparrows. secured several and among 
them one Gambel’s Sparrow, the only one have taken. 

117 GOLDEN-CROWNED SPARROW. Zonotrichia coronata. few are seen every 
winter, generally company with the Intermediate Sparrows. 

118 WESTERN CHIPPING SPARROW. socialis regular mi- 
grant, but never very abundant. rarely seen during the winter. 

BREWER’S SPARROW. regular but not common fall 
migrant. 

120 SLATE-COLORED /unco hyemalis. Feb. 1897, shot adult 
male flock Thurber’s Juncos. Nov. 1898, shot two more, both males. 

121 THURBER’S winter resident, some years abund- 
ant and others, hardly seen all. 

122 HEERMANN’S SONG SPARROW. melodia heermanni. abundant 
resident. 

seen through the winter. 

not all abundant. 

125 SLATE-COLORED SPARROW. schistacea. Dec. 14, 
shot female. 

126 SPURRED maculatus megalonyx. Occasionally, but rarely 
seen the winter. 

127 ANTHONY’S TOWHEE. fuscus seven years have seen 
just two these birds this vicinity. 

GROSBEAK. melanocephala. common migrant. 

129 WESTERN BLUE GROSBEAK. cerulea lazuli. fairly common 
spring migrant and the fall the immature birds are quite abundant. 

130 LAZULI BUNTING. Cyanospiza amena. common migrant. one oc- 
casion pair bred the vicinity, but was unusual. 

131 TANAGER. Piranga common spring and fall 
migrant. 

132 SwALLow. lunifrons. common summer resident. 

133 BARN SwALLow. erythrogaster. migrant; the least abundant 
the swallows. 

134 TREE SWALLOW. Occasionally seen during the win- 
ter. Quite abundant February and March. Pass through the fall but not 
abundantly. 

VIOLET-GREEN thalassina. common migrant. 

136 BANK riparia. migrant, but what numbers 
say. 

137 ROUGH-WINGED migrant, much 
more abundant than the Bank Swallow; least the great majority those have 
shot during the migration are this species. 

138 CEDAR cedrorum. common spring migrant and 
some years quite abundant during the winter. 

139 PHAINOPEPLA. Phainopepla nitens. Occasionally seen during the migra- 
tions, usually the adult male Oct. 19, 1897, and another Jan. 
1898. 

140 CALIFORNIA SHRIKE. ludovicianus common resident. 

141 WARBLING VIREO. Vireo gilvus. common migrant. 

142 VIREO. Virco spring migrant, but though 
tively abundant some years, others almost quite absent. Oct. 13, 
1898, shot one, the only fall record have made. 

Vireo Shot female Dec. 1898, the only one 
have taken this vicinity. 
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144 Vireo belli common fall migrant. Not all 
abundant the spring. 


145 CALAVERAS WARBLER. ruficapilla gutturalis. migrant, 
seen regularly the fall, but seldom the spring. 

146 WARBLER. celata common mi- 
grant, more numerous the fall than the spring and seen occasionally though 
rarely winter. 

147 WARBLER. celata regular and not un- 
common fall migrant. have never seen any the spring. 

148 YELLOW WARBLER. Dendroica One the commonest the mi- 
grating warblers. 

149 WARBLER. Dendroica coronata. Not alt uncommon during the 
winter. 

150 AUDUBON’S WARBLER. Dendroica Abundant from about the 
middle September the end April. 

151 MAGNOLIA WARBLER. maculosa. Oct. 21, 1897, shot 
immature female. 

152 BLACK-THROATED GRAY WARBLER. nigrescens. 
spring migrant, occasionally seen the fall. 

153 TOWNSEND’S WARBLER. irregular spring migrant, 
some years comparatively abundant and others, almost entirely absent. 
one occasion saw one the fall migration and once December. Both these 
were females. 

154 HERMIT WARBLER. occidentalis. rare spring migrant. The 
only one have seen the fall was single bird Sept. 10, 1897. 

155 MACGILLIVRAY’S WARBLER. regular, but not 
common fall migrant, rarely seen the spring. 

156 WESTERN Geothlypis occidentalis trichas. very abund- 
ant resident. These birds probably migrate some extent their numbers 
this vicinity are often greatly increased during the migration. Apr. 1899, 
flushed least twenty birds, nearly all males, out small patch grass and 
weeds about fifty feet square. two three days they were all gone and only 
single pair was found the place. 

157 LONG-TAILED virens longicauda. regular and fairly com- 
mon migrant. 

158 PILEOLATED WARBLER. pusilla pileolata. common migrant. 
They arrive here about the first April and though-they not breed the lo- 
cality, they are abundant here, while found breeding other places. the fall 
they are about the last the migrants leave. 

159 AMERICAN pensilvanicus. common winter resident. 
saw one late May 

160 MOCKINGBIRD. common resident. 

161 RocK rare and very irregular fall migrant. 

162 bewickii rare migrant, seen more 
often the fall than the spring. 

163 PARKMAN’S WREN. common migrant and 
less abundantly winter resident. 

164 WESTERN WINTER WREN. hiemalis pacificus. Jan. 22, 1895, 


Mr. Morcom saw Winter Wren brush pile near the but 
secure it. 

165 TULE WREN. palustris very common winter resi- 
dent. 

166 CANADA canadensis. These birds were quite common 
this vicinity from the middle September about the middle October, 1898. 
This the only time that have ever seen any this vicinity. 

167 CALIFORNIA minimus californicus. once saw 
single bird the garden. the only one have ever seen near here. 
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168 WESTERN RUBY-CROWNED Regulus satrapa olivaceus. very 


common winter resident. 
169 WESTERN GNATCATCHER. 


Polioptila obscura. 


common mi- 


grant, seen occasionally during the winter. 


170 RUSSET-BACKED THRUSH. 
not very abundant. 
171 HERMIT THRUSH. 


Turdus ustulatus. 


Turdus aonalaschke. 


spring migrant, usually 


common migrant and 


winter resident; much more numerous some years than others. 


172 WESTERN ROBIN. 


Merula migratoria winter resident but 


very irregular, appearing some winters flocks thousands, while others 


they are almost entirely absent. 

VARIED THRUSH. 
regular occurence. 

174 WESTERN BLUEBIRD. 
ing the winter. 

BLUEBIRD. 
abundant and others éntirely absent. 


Communications. 


Goncerning the Use Scientific Names. 


Mr. Grinnell’s article the January Conpor 
(pp. 20, 21) very able argument against the 
exclusive use scientific names popular 
semi-popular bird books and journals, though 
the title misleading, and the reader would 
suppose, until reaches the last paragraph 
but one,that the protest against their 
instead against their use. 

reasonable person can make serious 
well-founded objection the use vernacular 
names such publications; but since there are 
some one who regard scientific names 
wholly superflous desire present one good 
reason why the latter should a/ways given, 
whether accompanied the vernacular name 
not. 

species than carefully prepared 
which mean not only the various synonyms 
themselves but also judiciously 
ences under each, arranged chronological 
some other sequence. For several 
years past the collation references for such 
synonymy the birds North and Middle 
America has occupied very 
tion time, during which there have been 
numerous occasions deplore the absence 
the scientific name connection with some 
note which records new fact geographic 
distribution, habits, nidification. Necessar- 
ily, these have had passed by, 
nacular names are unavailable for citation. 

may urged that vernacular names are 
citable well scientific names. While this 
one sense true, nevertheless impracti- 
cable, unless the compiler willing double 
his labor and add unnecessarily the bulk 

his book. other words, since scientific 


Sialia mexicana 


arctica. 


nevia. winter visitant but very ir- 


Seen frequently dur- 


winter resident, some years 


names must, for various paramount reasons, 
cited, the addition vernacular names would 
but increase the labor the compiler and still 
further complicate the typography the sy- 
nonymy. 

examples the two kinds records one 
has but examine the pages the January 
have already cited follows: 
chus redevivus pasadenensis, CON- 
ii, 1900, (Azusa, Los Angeles Co., Cali- 
early nesting, but the oppo- 
site page (18) are several equally important re- 
cords which, because unaccompanied the 
scientific names, must remain buried where 
they now are. 

Personally, favor the use verna- 
cular names; but all means let have the 
scientific names also. 

Brookland, 


Early Gollecting Experiences Galifornia. 


Pasadena, Cal., Jan. 25, 1900. 
Editor Condor:— 

have read with great pleasure the interest- 
ing article Mr. Lyman the Janu- 
ary The article interests 
larly because Mr. Belding’s difficulties and ex- 
periences were very similar mine the study 
Califorria birds. Like him, also was 
the good many years after arriving 
from Germany and settling San Francisco. 
did not know any ornithologists and the only 
books reference had were German publica- 
tions Dr. Brehm (Tierleben), and Dr. Karl 
Russ, which course mentioned Californian 
birds but sparingly these editions (1884). 
vain turned the collection birds the 
Academy Sciences for help. The chaos 
found there that time was too great, and 
found more mounted canaries and European 
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species than real California birds. These birds 
had undoubtedly died bird stores. in- 
vestigations around San Francisco and Gol- 
den Gate Park were naturally very and 
being left myself, some identifications 
were amusing. 

was not until moved Marysville, Yuba 
county, some years later that received an‘‘eye- 
Having studied bird life about Marys- 
ville few months and being able identify 
only few kinds, concluded catch 
many birds alive possible and keep them 
singly cages together large aviary. 
This had been with since the days 
boyhood, liked the birds for their 
song and seldom cared shoot them. 
made several traps and set them two three 
miles from town different parts the river 
bottoms. walk out mornings and 
evenings watch the traps and take the cap- 
tured birds home. this way 
many birds, mostly finches, which took 
good care, losing but few death. Finally 
traps were all stolen boys, although 
had put name and address them and re- 
quested everyone not disturb them ‘‘for 
Science’s 

wanderings through the bushes had 
several times met gentleman who went out 
duck hunting. would watch curiously 
and doubt thought there was something 
wrong with me. soon found out what 
was when began talking each other and 
showed him Oregon Towhee with the remark 
that had just caught Black-headed Gros- 
beak. was astonished this (it being win- 
ter) and soon set right. Mr. wasa great 
collector himself and fine collection 
skins. was personally acquainted with Mr. 
Belding and encouraged write tohim. 
did and soon received courteous answer 
and Mr. Belding’s book, ‘‘Land Birds the 
with compliments. This val- 
uable work has been great help and be- 
study Californian birds. With the aid 
this work and those Ridgway and Coues (of 
the latter’s death read with deep regret) bird 
study became comparatively easy, especially 
the Sacramento Valley veritable paradise 
for most our valley birds. 

Thus was enabled take good many 
notes and write descriptions and sketches 
Californian birds which sent Dr. Karl Russ 
Berlin. received them eagerly and pub- 
lished them his paper Gefiederte Welt. 
been correspondence with Dr. Russ 
before left Germany and urged study 
closely our California birds number them 
were not yet fully known ornithologists 
Germany. Thus through the influence and 
help Mr. Belding was enabled gratify 
Dr. Russ’ wish. These lines write only 
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honor the great service Mr. Lyman Belding 
has rendered Californian ornithology, and un- 
doubtedly there are others whom has 
been the same help me. May 
able long continue his valuable work 
Respectfully yours, 
(Rev.) 


Measurements the Santa Cruz Jay. 


would like call attention some 
errors ‘Ridgway’s Manual’ concern- 
ing the measurements 
which must have arisen from 
scarcity material the time tak- 
ing them. Examination thirty-six 
male and twenty-six female specimens 
collected myself Santa Cruz Is- 
land shows that there quite differ- 
ence between the and this 
species. For instance, the wing meas- 
urements are, 5.00 5.72, average 
5-32, and 4.84 average 5.14, 
whereas ‘Ridgway’s Manual’ gives, ir- 
respective sex, 5.20—5.30 (5.27). 
The extremes tail measurements 
show 6.00—7.15, 6.00—6.60, in- 
stead 6.05—6.25. The culmen our 
series also shows great sex variation‘ 
viz: 1.14—1.47 (1.28), 
(1.22), while the ‘Manual’ shows for 
both sexes 1.15—1.30 (1.22). 

The greatest depth bill both 
sexes .51 inches, while the least 
.47 and least .44, averaging and 
.47 respectively. The greatest breadth 
bill also the same, viz: .53, but the 
least .48, .44, average .50 and 
.48. The extremes tarsus are the 
same both sexes well, being 1.61— 
1.78, but the averages are 1.70, 
1.67, ‘Ridgway’s Manual’ giving 
—1.80 (1.75) inches. These corrections, 
except matter accuracy, are 
great importance unless 
coma should found upon the neigh- 
boring island Santa 
might measure differently. was un- 
able land upon Santa Rosa Island 
myself and have seen record any 
jay from there. island only 
four miles from Santa Cruz Island, 
exceedingly probable that 
exists there also. 

JOSEPH MAILLIARD. 

San Geronimo, Cal. 
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Description New Pipilo. 


RICHARD MCGREGOR. 
+Pipilo maculatus subsp. nov. 


Subsp. char. white spot outer tail feather considerably shorter 
(less than one inch) than megalonyx; claws much longer and heavier than 
oregonus; under tail coverts darker than rump more less grayish, 
upper tail coverts tipped with pale buff. 

Type. No. 2274, McGregor Collection, Palo Alto, California, April 1898. 
Chord wing 3.38; tail 3.75; exposed culmen .55; white tail spot .76; chord 


hind claw 46. 
Type. 


Range. San Francisco Bay region. 


No. 882, McGregor Collection, Palo Alto, California, March 1898. 


falx fero; sickle-bearing, referring the large hind claw. 


the Black Oystercatcher. 


The set Black Oystercatcher 
which presented herewith, was taken 
late June the island Ascencion, 


off the west coast Lower California. 
species common resident all 
the islands this coast, and has 
breeding range far north least 
the Aleutian islands. The photo- 
graph shows typical nesting site, and 
equally characteristic Frazar’s Oys- 
tercatcher, which nests far north 


the southern border the United 
States. 

The nests are usually but few feet 
above high water, and often, the 
set which photographed, within foot 
The immediate region the nest 
usually marked quantities empty 
shells limpets which have been 
brought there the birds, probably 
before removing the contents. 
case have found any attempt nest 
building, both species laying their eggs 
rocks. ANTHONY. 

Taylorsville, Cal. 


Otto Emerson’s home Hay- 
wards, Cal., Rufous Hummingbird 
(Selasphorus rufus) had completed its 
nest vine overhanging the porch 
the house March 


WILLIAM Fort Mason, 
San Francisco, has received from his 


father the Philippines, Brigadier- 
General Kobbe, nest and eggs 
Loxia luzoniensis, species found only 
the island Luzon. 


Some twelve active members have 
been added the rolls the Northern 
and Southern Divisions recently. This 
perhaps the best proof possible the 
activity now existing the Cooper 
Club. 
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Nest and Eggs the Hermit Warbler. 
(Dendroica occidentalis.) 


The accompanying plate the nest 
and eggs the Western Warbler 
presented with the hope that may in- 
terest those who may have specialized 
the extensive and interesting war- 
bler group. The photograph claims 
special merit from scientific stand- 
point, but perhaps the first nest and 
lished. 

This nest and eggs was the second re- 
corded set this species, the first 
known set having been taken Mr. 
Beck Dorado Co., Cal. June, 
1896, while the present one was col- 
lected myself about the same local- 
ity June 14, 1898. the set has 
been described length XVI 159) 
repetition unnecessary. illustra- 
tion serves show the position the 
nest upon the pine limb, which 
merely rested, not being fastened any 
point. quote the description from the 
article referred to: “It very prettily 
constructed, the bottom layer being 
light grayish weed stems, bleached pine 
needles and other light materials held 
securely together cobwebs and other 
wooly substances. The nest cavity 
lined with strips red cedar bark 
ocedrus) and the ends, instead being 
woven smoothly, project out the 
nest. The inner lining fine 
brownish fiber resembling 
soap-root. The eggs were about two- 
fifths advanced incubation and meas- 
ured .66x.52, .68x.53, .67x.53 and .69x 
.53 inches. are spotted chiefly 
wreaths the large end with varying 
shades lilac, brown and chestnut.” 

BARLOW. 


Provident Bluejay. 


singular incident touching upon 
the economy jays and indicating 
reasoning power, which not back- 
ward ascribing jay intelligence, 
occurred this morning (Dec. 19, 1899) 
looked through window the 
dining room. saw California Jay 
hopping onthe ground about thirty feet 
distant, appearing first have 


extension bill. The extra length was 
accounted for when saw that the jay 
carried dark object and seemed 
have some dark design. 

hopped few yards the grass 
and then deposited his burden, pecking 
down into the earth. The bird 
then seemed plucking pieces 
grass and laying them the spot. 
ceased this operation moment, flit- 
ted toward the fence and picked ex- 
cavated another darker object from the 
ground the young grass, and flew 
with this its beak low branch. 
Here transferred his claws and 
pecked with apparent enjoyment. 
watched him until had disposed 
the kernel, scrambling times main- 
tain his hold and keep from losing the 
dainty morsel. Dropping the unpala- 
table fragment then flew rejoin 
his mate “pal” acacia tree. 
The discarded pieces proved upon in- 
vestigation decayed almond shell. 

had not lost sight the spot where 
the jay had evidently buried some plun- 
der await more convenient season, 
and, fact, was fortunately marked 
white feather the ground. 
made forthe spot, taking direct course 
through the window, and after careful 
search, discovered where the bird had 
artfully hidden prize the grass 
which stood about four inches high. 
was perfect almond and was not im- 
bedded the earth, but neatly tucked 
into little hole and hidden blades 
grass. was not decayed and break- 
ing corner showed perfect kernel. 

The nut had been filched from 
neighbor’s yard, making premises 
recourse for stolen goods! There 
reason most things, and the jay 
was hungry did not hide away this 
good almond for nothing. Mr. Jay 
shrewd. explanation that the 
California Jay especially fond nuts 
with wormy flavor. has argued 
from experience that lying the damp, 
and probably gather living 
delicacies which wot not. What 
simpler then, that, having tweaked off 
the nut from the branch, should 
place where time will the rest, 
where, one day, will dine 
TAYLOR. 
Alameda, Cal. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


Glub take pleasure 
Gollection suggestion offered Mr. Frank 
members the Southern Division 
Photographs the Club the matter 


Club collection portraits. Everyone 
knows how exchange photographs con- 
tributes the fraternal feeling which exists 
between correspondents, and the writer recalls 
several collections portraits ornithologists 
which are prized their owners and which 
seldom fail interest visiting naturalists. 

Why not, then, have ‘‘ornithological gal- 
for the Cooper Ornithological Club? The 
idea need only assented each member 
receive animpetus. Mr. Daggett’s excellent 
suggestions best convey the plan. writes: 
time when they are active their work, such 
photographs being great interest twenty 
thirty years hence. would suggest that the 
start some such movement; need not 
necessarily ‘Rogue’s Gallery,’ but collec- 
tion the ornithologists the United States 
and Canada, gradually extending those 
other countries. the Club has place for 
such collection where could accessible 
all times, would easy matter find 
large scientific body act custodian, but 
think the Club the proper 

Now let the Club members give voice their 
ideas the matter. Where shall the collec- 
tion kept begun, each reader 
the help the effort the donation 
portrait? Were each member the Club 
respond, would immediately have nearly 
100 photographs nucleus. Mr. Daggett’s 
suggestion timely one and should met 


with hearty response, involves but little 
trouble the part each individual. 


Several years ago our fellow- 
“Exchange member, Mr. John Mailliard 
San Francisco, proposed the for- 
mation Exchange Bureau 
means promoting the exchange speci- 
mens among Californians. The was 
feasible one, but through insufficient organiza- 
tion the Club that date, nothing came 
the suggestion. With the present perfect work- 
ing organization the Club and its ability 
thorougbly represent each and every member 
any matter mutual welfare, there 
reason why Exchange Bureau permanent 
value the Club’s members cannot success- 
fully organized. 

Such organization could conducted 
with proper dignity and business-like man- 
ner, and would serve promptly fill many 
wants, whereas such gaps now remain open un- 
til chance exchange supplies what wanted. 
would result, too, more exchanging being 
done California, and the subsequent up- 
building western collections. inaugurate 
the movement any member officer the 
Club could selected act the 
Bureau, and him each member would, 
stated periods, asked mail list speci- 
could offer exchange also his list 
wants. The descriptions skins should 
explicit, such ‘‘Rufous-crowned Sparrow, 
Thurber’s Junco, ete. Upon 
the receipt all lists the manager would com- 
bine them into printed sheet, each list 
wants and exchange material 
over the name and address its sender. 

This completed list would then mailed 
each Club member who would know nicety 
just what material was obtainable the time, 
and surplus specimens were desired 
anyone. Correspondence would then follow 
directly betweea parties interested, and with- 
out further effort the Club. Thus would 
Exchange Bureau operate, lists might 
compiled and sent out twice year very 
small expense the Club. the idea worth 
trying? Wethink so. Now that the organiza- 
tion the Club has been 
lished, let begin inaugura.e some the 
many possible meritorious movements which 
will directly benefit members and cause them 
value their membership the more. The in- 
auguration the Exchange Bureau 
with the members the Club. 


seldom that the vandals who supply the 
millinery trade with bird skins ply their voca- 
tion openly, but such person has come 
light the form Caraway, “Bird 
Alma, Arkansas. Mr. Caraway under 
the pretentions dealing song birds sends 
graph reading: can furnish birds skins 
and skins small animals (native) for taxi- 
dermists and millinery purposes large quan- 
tities reasonable prices. Located the 
South, are position furnish almost all 
kinds native are any peace 
officers this portion Arkansas, and any 
statutes protecting song other birds, would 


Mar., 


appear that here excellent opportunity 
gathering brazen violator the law, who 
does not respect the common property and 
rights others. 


The Western Ornithologist, dated Vol. 
No. January-February 1900, has made its 
appearance and announces itself continua- 
tion the Jowa Ornithologist, formerly edited 
David Savage, who now becomes associ- 

editor, while Chas. Tryon assumes ed- 
itorial control, the publication being issued 
from Avoca, The initial number 
very creditable one every way, consisting 
pages text, printed coated paper with 
appropriate cover, and very similar make- 
the current ornithological magazines. 
The leading article Plumage the 
Morton Peck. Five other in- 
teresting articles length, several illustrations 
and short notes complete the issue. The pub- 
lication makes promising start, and will, 
trust, prove permanent organ for workers 
the Middle States. 


Book Reviews. 
Birp 


Chas. Keeler, 
pp. 1-233, with appendix and key 237-353, 
der Shepard, San Francisco. $1.50 net. 

the present work Mr. Keeler has given 
the public series entertaining essays 
the characteristic birds California, and has 
done cleverly that even those who are 
wont judge bird literature 
aspect alone must follow Mr. Keeler’s sketches 
afield with keen pleasure. The author states 
the preface that the work has not been writ- 
ten for scientists, but the descriptive talks 
bear evidence the author’s intimate knowl- 
edge technical ornithology, for the work 
commendable being once popular treat- 
ise, yet evervwhere marked with accuracy 
descriptions. 

Notes Afield consists thirteen essays, 
under titles such ‘‘A First Glance the 

the ‘‘March the Pine 
“Nesting etc., each chapter covering 
concisely the birds which beginner would 
most likely meet the surroundings described 
the chapter. Each essay descriptive 
experiences and impressions which every or- 
nithologist has enjoyed 
and the work therefore becomes one which 
appreciate. The author states his men- 
tion the nest-building Anna’s Humming- 
bird (p. 200) that parents labor upon the 
This statement will questioned 
many observers who have failed detect the 
male bird assisting the construction the 
nest. 

artificial key the land birds Califor- 
nia occupies the remaining 116 pages and 
most creditable its arrangement, and its 
use the beginner should able identify 
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many ourcommon birds least. the 
key the distribution species has wisely been 
fixed chiefly from Belding’s Land Birds the 
Pacific District. The volume with its key, 
completes one the ablest initiatory works 
California birds that has been given the public, 
and those who are seeking work this 
scope will not slow according Mr. Keeler’s 
book the recognition easily merits. 


This continuation Mr. Loomis’s observa- 
tions the water birds off the coast Mon- 
terey County. Twenty-five pages are taken 
with detailed diary daily 
observations made from Sept. Nov. 14, 
1896. Special notes were made any phe- 
nomena which might bear the subject 
migration. Six pages the close the paper 
are devoted briefly annotated list the 
species detected. Binomials, alone, are used 
this list, the third subspecific names 
the races being omitted. notable addition 
the list North American Birds here for 
the first time recorded; viz., Buller’s Shear- 
one,’’ was taken Mr. Loomis six miles west 
Point Pinos, Nov. 1896. the fourth 
specimen known science, the other three 
having been obtained ‘‘New Zealand 

Under the head comes thir- 
teen pages constituting the important part 
the paper, which is, fact, essay migra- 
tion. Mr. Loomis here sets forth his views 
the method and causes migration, and the 
evidence which these based. 
The subjects are simply and clearly presented, 
yet condensed entirely devoid su- 
perfluity. Abundant references 
notes attest Mr. Loomis’s familiarity with liter- 
ature pertaining the questions hand, and 
the whole matter evidently the results 
long and careful study. The present reviewer 
not sufficiently well informed the subject 
able intelligently discuss this article, 
and can little but touch one two 
points which happen appeal him. 

Under the heading ‘‘Guidance Physical 
observations are cited migrat- 
ing Shearwaters becoming 
dered when the land was hidden fog, and 
their immediately resuming their way when 
the fog was dispelled sufficiently reveal the 
land-marks. Local species which were familiar 
with the neighborhood did not evince this be- 
wilderment, but seemed keep their bearings. 
those moving considerable eleva- 
tion are guided the mountain tops which 
rise above the low the case mi- 
grants over the sea ‘‘currents and winds may 
possibly the directing ‘‘These 
directions seem prove: 1.That the Shear- 
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waters off Monterey find their position and 
shape their course the land-marks; That 
birds not possess mysterious superhuman 
faculty for determining direction, else the 
Shearwaters would not have been bewildered 
the 

Taking the subject ‘‘Guidance the 
Old Birds,’’ Mr. Loomis concludes from his ob- 
servations that early southward movements 
birds, those lead the way are adults, and 
not young, attested previous writers. 
claims that which are 
commonly the first seen, are simply 
young, weak-winged travellers which have 
dropped out from the advance-guards. These 
latter consist mainly adults, such have 
failed procreate, where one the parents 
has been left care for the young, and the 
other has migrated early. Older birds also 
bring the rear the migrations, that 
the young are simply following their elders, 
who know the way because they have travelled 
it. 

discussion the ‘‘Causes Migration’ 
ends with the summary: held that bird 
migration habit evolved education and 
inheritance which owe their origin and perpet- 
uation winter with its failure One 
the points which seems emphasized 
that migration accomplished through 
any superhuman faculty intuition which 
not have and consequently cannot compre- 
hend; ‘‘the causes migration are simple 

obvious after reading this paper that 
some Mr. Loomis’s conclusions are based 
rather meager limited locality. But 
they are apparently logical, though much fur- 
ther evidence required for their satisfactory 
establishment.—J. 

*Proc. Cal. Acad. Sci. Third Series. Zoology, Vol. II, 
No. 3. With one plate (a map). Issued Feb. 12, 
By Leverett M. Loomis. 


Official Minutes Southern Division. 


JANUARY. 

The Division met Jan. the residence 
Mr. Swarth Los Angeles with nine 
members present, Messrs. Morcom, Hahn, 
Newkirk, Rivers and Rowan were present 
visitors. Mr. Grinnell proposed the names 
Dr. Newkirk and Mr. Hahn Pasadena and 
Mr. Rivers Los Angeles for membership. 
bill for for half-tones was ordered paid. Pa- 
pers the ‘‘Nesting the Wild 
Brown and Red and Northern 
Joseph Grinnell were read. 
Adjourned. 


’ 


FEBRUARY. 

The February meeting was held the resi- 
dence Mr. Judson, Los Angeles, Feb. 
28, Mr. Daggett presiding. Howard Rivers 


Vol. 


Los Angeles, Hahn and Dr. Garrett New- 
kirk Pasadena were elected membership. 
Mr. Grinnell proposed the name Burnell 
Franklin for active membership. Three papers 
from the Northern Division were read, consist- 
ing report the work the for 
Ernest Adams and the Life 
Atkinson. Adjourned. 
Howarp Division Secretary. 


Official Minutes Northern Division. 


MARCH. 
The Division met the home Otto 


Emerson Haywards, March President 


Emerson the chair. The following members 
were elected active membership: Chas. 
Nace Santa Clara; Skinner San 
Lloyd Stephenson, Vinton, and Chas. 
Thompson, Stanford University. The names 
John Williams Applegate, Placer Co., 
and Goldman Delano were proposed 
for nembership. Donald Cohen and Sen- 
ator Taylor were appointed committee 
draft resolutions favoring the preservation 
the Big Trees the Division, forward 
same Washington. Mr. Grinnell the 
Southern Division was present and outlined the 
work accomplished him the Kotzebue 
Sound region last year, and which will pub- 
lished memoir the Club during 1900. 
Two papers were read: Friends Con- 
Adjourned meet Palo Alto May 


Publications Received. 

Keeler, Chas. Notes Afield. pp. 353. 
(See review.) 

Shufeldt, Dr. Notes the Mountain 
Partridge pictus) Captivity. Ex- 
tract from Ornis Bulletin Comite Ornithol- 
ogique International. Paris, Nov.-Dec., 1899, 
One plate. 

The paper based upon some twenty living 
birds this species secured from California 
and kept confinement Washington, C., 
but deals more particularly with single male 
bird which Dr. Shufeldt kept his home for 
the purpose study. majority the birds 
did not thrive, owing adverse conditions, and 
showed little the activity wild life, but 
under proper conditions Dr. Shufeldt considers 
they would well. The paper observes that 
“the two feathers constituting the plume are 
kept contact for their entire lengths all 
times and all positions, giving the appear- 
ance their being but one them.’’ page 
photographic plate taken from life Dr. Shu- 
feldt, ornaments the paper serves 
excellently show the crest, plume and other 
characteristics this magnificent quail. 


EXCHANGE.—I have many fine old 
and foreign stamps (Hawaiian, English Col- 
onies, etc.) toexchange for any and all bird 
skins sent (only weil prepared specimens 
desired.) Basis exchange: Scott’s catalogue 
and Webb’s list. 
Fort Mason, San Francisco, Cal. 


EXCHANGE.—Fine sets eggs, person- 
ally collected Assinaboa, Alberta, British 
Columbia and Manitoba. strictly first 
class and carefully identified. Please send your 
list. EDWARD ARNOLD, 

Battle Creek, Mich. 


HAVE fine lot 4x5 photos, rare nests, 
many situation, including Olive, Grace’s, 
Audubon’s, Red-faced and Virginia’s Warblers, 
Painted Redstart, Mexican Wild Turkey, Sul- 
phur-bellied and Buff-breasted Flycatchers, 
Rivoli Hummer, Arizona Junco, all 
with eggs showing plainly. Will sell un- 
mounted ones cents mounted 
ones cents each, will exchange for 
strictly photos situ. Also have 
fine lot Arizona eggs for sale will ex- 
change for old stamps. attention 

Fort Huachuca, Arizona. 


SNAP PRICES.—I not dealer, but 
must have cabinet room for other stuff, of- 
White-faced Glossy Ibis for sale. $5.00 will 
buy seven sets eggs each cataloguing 
$28. Nosmaller orders wanted. 

SHIELDs, 
Crocker Bld., San Francisco, Cal. 


terflies exchange for Golveri and Ceanothi 

cocoons, western butterflies and eggs clut- 

ches. JAMES MITCHELL, 
Indiana Trust Bldg., Indianapolis, Ind. 


inclusive, fine condition unbound. 312 
beautiful, colored plates text, mostly 
birds. Will sell for $5. 

ALBERT GANIER, 
Bowmiar Ave., Vicksburg, Miss. 


Notes 


Rhode Ornithology 


Quarterly Publication for the Fur- 
therance Interest Ornithology 
Rhode Island. Published and Edited 
Reginald Heber Howe, Jr., 
Bristol, Editor’s Office, Longwood, 
Brookline, Mass., where all communica- 
tions should addressed. 

Subscription, Seventy-five cents 
year. Singie copies, Twenty cents. 


THE OOLOGIST 


Albion, 
the Oldest Publication 


THE the cheapest 
publication the world (for 
only cents you receive $1.00 worth 
premiums, your selection, 25c. 
worth advertising and the OOLOGIST 
for whole year.) 

THE has larger paid 
circulation than all other pub- 
lications America combined. 

THE has long been recog- 
nized the best Advertising Medium 
its the world. The 
the leading Agricul- 
tural newspaper America, and 
soliciting advertising for its columns, 
makes its strongest hit the fol- 
lowing statement: ‘‘As quantity 
circulation publishes many more 
‘Want Ads’ than a// other papers com- 
bined. You doubtless know what 
‘Want Ad’ circulation must 
always is?” 

From this same stand point THE 
rank among publications 
devoted not only Ornithology but 
Natural History well, identical 
that the GENTLEMEN 
among agricultural publications. 

THE has very few half- 
tones and contains only pages each 
issue—one-half which are advertis- 
ing. 

During the past fifteen years, (THE 
age) superior 
publications and scores 
inferior ones have dropped the 
way. THE however, 
still issued each month and sample 
copy issue can always 
obtained addressing postal 


Frank Lattin, Publisher, 
Albion, 


COCOONS Mexican izaba, Hy- 
percheria leucane and exotic but- 
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The American Ornithologists’ Union 


CHECK-LIST NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS, 


Second Edition, 1895, Thoroughly Revised. 


The preface this work defines its and object and includes selections from 
the Code Nomenclature, special importance the present connection. 


The table contents consists systematic list orders, sub-orders and families 


North American birds. The check-list proper gives the scientific and common name, 
number previous list, and geographical distribution the 1,068 species and sub- 
species, constituting the North American Avifauna. This followed list birds 
doubtful status, and list the fossil birds North America. 

This new edition has been carefully revised; the recent changes nomenclature 
and species and sub-species since the publication the first edition 1886 
are included, while the portion relating geographical distribution has been much 
amplified. 


CLOTH, 372 Pages, Price, 


THRE AUK 
Quarterly Journal Ornithology. 


official organ the Union, ‘The Auk’ the leading ornithological 
tion this country. Each number contains about 100 pages text, handsomely 


colored plate, and other illustrations. The principal articles are recognized author- 


ities and are both scientific and popular nature. The department ‘General Notes’ 
gives brief records new and interesting facts concerning birds, contributed obser- 
vers from throughout the United States and Canada. Recent ornithological literature 
reviewed length and news items are commented upon the editors. Auk’ 
thus indespensable those who would kept informed the advance made the 
study birds, either the museum the field. 


Price Current Volume, $3.00. Single Numbers, cts. 


Publisher ‘The Auk,’ and agent PINE STREET, 
The American Ornithologists’ Union 
NEW YORK CITY. 


for the Sale its Publications. 


{ 

[ea 

104) 
f 
i 
{ 
| 
(ea) 
{ea} 
Say 
[ya] 
(vy 
[J 


